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Announcements / New Initiatives Germany

Policies

In February, the German parliament passed the Hydrogen Acceleration Act (WassBG). The 

law designates projects along the entire hydrogen value chain (including electrolysers and 

hydrogen refuelling stations) as being of “overriding public interest”. A key novelty is that 

the special status now applies not only to “green” hydrogen but also to “blue” hydrogen. 

In January, the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy reached a general 

agreement with the European Commission on the key points of Germany’s (new) Power 

Plant Strategy. All power plants built under the umbrella of this strategy must be 

hydrogen-ready and fully decarbonized by 2045 at the latest, with two gigawatts converted 

to hydrogen by 2040 and another two gigawatts by 2043.  
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https://www.bundestag.de/dokumente/textarchiv/2026/kw09-de-wasserstoffhochlauf-1149758
https://www.bundeswirtschaftsministerium.de/Redaktion/DE/Pressemitteilungen/2026/01/20260115-grundsatzeinigung-mit-europaeischen-kommission-ueber-eckpunkte-der-kraftwerksstrategie.html
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Announcements / New Initiatives Germany

Investments/Funding

As of January, the Ministry of Transport (BMV) is funding the establishment of an initial

network of hydrogen refuelling stations (HRS) for commercial heavy-duty vehicles and 

the procurement of commercial vehicles with hydrogen drives. BMV is allocating a total 

of 220 million euros (~ USD 237.6 million) for this measure. HRS must fulfil the 

requirements of the European AFIR regulation.

In November, BMW has been awarded 273 million euros in government funding 

(191 million euros [~ USD 206.3 million]) from BMV and 82 million euros [~ USD 88.6 

million] from the State of Bavaria) to develop and industrialize an innovative hydrogen 

fuel cell electric powertrain for passenger cars under the HyPowerDrive (IPCEI) project. 
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https://www.now-gmbh.de/en/news/pressreleases/bmv-investiert-in-klimafreundlichen-schwerlastverkehr/
https://www.bmv.de/SharedDocs/DE/Pressemitteilungen/2025/059-schnieder-bund-und-bayern-foerdern-ipcei-wasserstoff-projekt-bmw-ag.html
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Announcements / New Initiatives Germany

Investments/Funding

BMV is strengthening the development of climate-friendly fuels 

and supporting the German Aerospace Center (DLR) with an 

additional 157 million euros (~169,6 Millionen USD). The new 

funding notification secures the operational phase of the Power-

to-Liquid Fuels technology platform (TPP) in Leuna until 2035. 

The facility optimizes electricity-based fuels and develops 

technologies and processes for their production on an industrial 

scale. 
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https://www.now-gmbh.de/en/news/pressreleases/bmv-funds-operation-of-technology-platform-for-electricity-based-fuels-in-leuna/
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Announcements / New Initiatives Germany
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HIC Hydrogen Innovation Center, Chemnitz

New Research & Development and Demonstration 
Activities
In February, the southern location of the Innovation and Research 

Centre for Hydrogen Technologies (ITZ-H2) in Pfeffenhausen received 

its funding letters from the Minister of Transport totalling over 54

million euros (~ USD 58.3 million). The centre will focus on amongst 

other things onboard liquid hydrogen storage and hydrogen 

combustion for heavy duty vehicles and urban air mobility 

applications, featuring an on-site hydrogen liquification facility.  

https://www.now-gmbh.de/en/news/pressreleases/green-light-for-the-hydrogen-innovation-and-technology-centre-in-pfeffenhausen-bavaria/
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Announcements / New Initiatives Germany

Export Initiative Environmental Protection (EXI)
1st of 5 EXI pilot projects HyTrA successfully completed :

 Proof of concept for an integrated hydrogen microgrid as part 
of a decentralized PV-hydrogen-battery system at an industrial 
assembly site in South Africa

 The hydrogen microgrid has successfully contributed to 
the site's energy autonomy and decarbonization, by bridging 
power outages due to load shedding, replacing diesel 
generators & coal-based grid power

9th EXI funding call closed. New hydrogen microgrid projects
expected by the end of 2026
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HyTrA microgrid in South Africa. © NOW GmbH

https://www.exportinitiative-umweltschutz.de/en/exportinitiative/handlungsfelder/green-hydrogen-and-fuel-cell-technology/


7

Germany – Profile April 2026

Status of Deployments Leading Government Initiatives

Deployment Goals

Goals or Focus Areas

Funding 
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Application Capacity
(April 2026)

Electrolyser 192.6 MW 

FC Trucks 218

FC Busses 763 

FC Cars 1,595

Operational 
refueling stations

58

• IPCEI
• H2Global
• National core H2 network
• Climate protection contracts (CCfDs)
• REDII implementation
• AFIR implementation

• 10 GW electrolysis capacity by 2030 in Germany
• 45-90 TWh imports of hydrogen and derivatives by 

2030

• Availability of hydrogen
• Infrastructure
• Implementing applications 

in industry, transport and 
power generation

• Framework conditions

Various programs and
mechanisms (see initiatives)



Thank you
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