
South Africa Update 

42nd IPHE Steer ing Commit tee Meet ing
20 – 21 November 2024
Brussels ,  European Commiss ion



2

• February 2024: Cabinet approved the establishment of an Interministerial Committee (IMC) to coordinate
the implementation of the Hydrogen Society Roadmap (HSRM).

• DSTI is Investigating the feasibility of establishing the International Hydrogen Centre (IHEC) and how to
Enhance the institutional capacity to coordinate the implementation of the HSRM to assist government on
implementation of HSRM.

• The Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) is establishing a green-hydrogen secretariat to serve as a
single point of contact for public and private sector coordination. This initiative aims to streamline efforts
and foster collaboration in South Africa's emerging green hydrogen economy.

• South Africa became a member of the Clean Fuel Ammonia Association (CFAA) in November 2023. CFAA
promotes international collaboration on green ammonia development.

• The projected capital expenditure (CAPEX) for hydrogen initiatives across the country now stands at
slightly over R800 billion, with approximately 20% of these investments currently at the bankable
feasibility stage. This includes the SIPs projects and newly announced projects.
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• Signed an execution of a joint study between South Africa and Namibia to be funded by the Dutch government. The
collaborative effort aims to advance the development of green hydrogen infrastructure linking the Western Cape and
Northern Cape regions of South Africa with the Lüderitz/Windhoek region in Namibia.

• Global African Hydrogen Summit: The DM participated in a panel discussion aimed at endorsing regional cooperation on
green hydrogen to achieve economies of scale within the region and anchoring on the three capes MOUs.

Regional Collaboration– Profile 2024
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Approval of following Policies:
• Green Hydrogen Commercialisation Strategy: Developed by IDC and was approved by the

Cabinet on October 19, 2023. Strategy aims to position South Africa as a leading producer
and exporter of green hydrogen, contributing to economic growth and supporting the
country's just transition towards reducing carbon emissions. It is projected that the
hydrogen economy could add 3.6% to the nation's GDP by 2050 and create approximately
370,000 jobs.

• South African Renewable Energy Masterplan (SAREM): Still under development by the
Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE): The masterplan aims to leverage the
growing demand for renewable energy and storage technologies—focusing on solar, wind,
lithium-ion, and vanadium-based battery technologies to promote industrial and inclusive
development within South Africa's renewable energy value chains.
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• Inaugural Presidential Summit on STI (December 2023): Establishment of the Presidential
PhD Initiative through an initial R1 billion investment from the National Skills Fund to
support critical skills –hydrogen fuel cell technology.

• Labour Market Intelligence Research Reports (April 2024): Assessment of all the skills that
will be required across all segments of the emerging green hydrogen value chain, skills
gaps that exist, and interventions to bridge the gaps.

• Green Hydrogen Centre of Specialisation (September 2024): Launched by CHIETA, Mining
Qualifications Authority, and the Transport Education and Training Authority (TETA) to
offer hybrid training programmes on continuous professional development, upskilling and
reskilling individuals for the green hydrogen and derivatives industry.
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• South Africa to host G20 Summit in 2025- side conference South African Green Hydrogen 
Summit (SAGHS)

• The 2nd Southern African Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Conference will place on the 7-8 April 
2025 at the CSIR International Convention Centre, Pretoria.

Announcements / Upcoming Conference South Africa
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