INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP FOR HYDROGEN
AND FUEL CELLS IN THE ECONOMY

IPHE Country Update Nov 2025 — May 2026:

Korea, Republic of

Name LEE, Ho-Mu
Contact Information hmlee@keei.re.kr, +82-52-714-2279
Covered Period Nov 2025 — Apr 2026

1. New Initiatives, Programs, and Policies on Hydrogen and Fuel Cells

* (APR 2026) Minister of Climate, Energy and Environment reported Energy
Transition Promotion Plan to the cabinet meeting. The plan outlines energy
transition policy direction for the remaining 4 years of the current administration.
It is composed of three parts, namely renewable energy, green manufacturing
and balanced regional development. Hydrogen is included in the green
manufacturing part with goals and milestones, which are:
300 thousand tons DRI demonstration by 2028, commercialization by 2037,
Renewable and nuclear hydrogen and CCUS in the hard-to-abate sectors,
40% of newly purchased cars in 2030 will be EVs or FCEVs.

« (NOV 2025) The government proposed 15 Ultra Innovative Economy
Flagship Projects in August in the context of Economic Growth Strategy of
the New Government. Accordingly, the detail of climate-energy-future
challenges projects was revealed in November, in which green hydrogen
production and demonstration are covered.
The project is to advance the economics and capacity of domestic electrolyzer
production by large-scale electrolysis system development and large-scale
production demonstration (max. 100MW by 2033). The government allocated,
among others, 10 billion KRW to 5SMW PEM electrolysis system and 7.5 billion
KRW to hydrogen microgrid management out of its 2026 R&D budget.

2. Hydrogen and Fuel Cell R&D Update

No update

3. Demonstration, Deployments, and Workforce Developments Update

« (MAR 2026) Samsung C&T completed Gimcheon Green Hydrogen
Production Plant. It is the largest electrolysis facility so far with the capacity
of 10 MW. It is basically off-grid and 8.3 MW solar PV system on the same site
provides electricity. 230 tons of hydrogen is expected to be produced annually
for the industry and the FC bus fleet in the city of Gimcheon.
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4. Events and Solicitations

No update

5. Investments: Government and Collaborative Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Funding

No update

6. Regulations, Codes & Standards, and Safety Update

No update
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